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a decade, with more than 1,100 cases in one of the country’s most populous cities, the first countrywide outbreak of the dreaded virus in almost a decade. The cases of syphilis, which is treatable with a course of antibiotics, have risen from fewer than a hundred in 2014, and a decade ago, to 1,138 in 2016, a surge that alarmed health authorities. In response, Indonesia’s health ministry has asked women

aged 16 to 49 in Jakarta, the capital, to get free monthly treatments for the infection, which is passed on through sexual contact. “We are taking it very seriously,” said Umar Fauzi, a spokesman for the ministry. The majority of the infections, 79%, were contracted through sex between people who had been drinking alcohol, the authorities said. Men were responsible for nearly half the cases, while
women accounted for the rest. Around 10% of the infections occurred in women who had sex with prostitutes or others not known to them. The health ministry said most of the infections were caused by the bacteria Treponema pallidum, known as the'syphilis spirochete', which can be treated. Syphilis is a major public health issue in Jakarta, where it is the most common infection and many cases are
passed on to the unborn child. There have been outbreaks in Jakarta in the past, including during a 1997 HIV epidemic in which more than 4,000 people were diagnosed with the virus. A campaign to prevent sexually transmitted infections was launched in Jakarta in 1997, but health experts said the prevention work had fallen off the radar. “In my experience, we’ve found that in Indonesia, where we

have an epidemiological transition, many services haven’t adapted to the changing epidemic,” said Philip Rosenthal, associate professor of global health at Boston University and a visiting associate professor at the Jakarta Institute of Tropical Disease. An estimated 10.9 million people 82157476af
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